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Stating 
the obvious. 







The tyranny 
of first reference. 



House Republican leaders 
launched a broad attack 
on Democratic priorities 
Tuesday. 
 
“(President Barack) 
Obama is misguided at 
best,” said Speaker Paul 
D. Ryan. 
 





“The VA (Department of 
Veterans Affairs) scandal 
is a perfect example,” 
Ryan said. Although the 
department has pledged 
to improve health care for 
veterans at its hospitals, 
Republicans say further 
reforms are needed. 



. . . 



Needless inserts: 
Worse than (Adolf) Hitler? 



















Style vs. sophistication: 
A modest proposal or two 

















“I’ve never gone bankrupt.” 
— businessman Donald 
Trump 
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“I’ve never gone bankrupt.” 
— businessman Donald 
Trump 
— Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas 
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Fla. 
— New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie 
— retired neurosurgeon 
Ben Carson 
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Carly Fiorina 
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Let’s come to 
an agreement. 



One of the things that happen when you get older  
is death. (Things happen when you get older. One of 
them is death.) 
 
One of the things that happens when you get older  
is death. (There are things. One that happens when 
you get older is death. ) 



One of the things that happens when you get older is 
that you discover lots of new ways to hurt yourself.  

 – Bill Bryson, “The Road to Little Dribbling” 



One of the things that happens when you get older is 
your ear hairs really start growing.  

 – Esquire 



One of the things that happens when you get older is 
your feet actually get long ’cos your arch drops and so 
the shoes I’ve been wearing for years which I adore 
were suddenly too small. 

 – Anonymous, quoted in 
“Craft of Use: Post-Growth Fashion” by Kate Fletcher 



One of the things that happens when you get older is 
that you get practical, and one of the things I 
accepted after a blunt remark from a young man is 
that “practical” is not about getting things done; it's 
about letting dreams die. 

 – C.J.S. Hayward, “Firestorm 2034” 
 



One of the things that happens when you get older – 
and at the same time move from minority to majority 
status – is that you are no longer delighted simply to 
throw a wrench in the works. 

 – Norman Ornstein, National Journal 
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is death. 
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On that occasion, I was one of a party of three or four 
people who were shown around by a keen National 
Trust volunteer. 

– Bill Bryson, “The Road to Little Dribbling” 
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I was one of a party of three or four people who were 
shown around by a keen National Trust volunteer. 
(Three or four people were shown around by the 
volunteer, and he was a member of that party.) 
 
I was one of a party of three or four people who was 
shown around by a keen National Trust volunteer. 
(I was in a party of three or four people, and I was 
shown around by a volunteer.) 
 

 



One of the things that happen when you get older is 
that you discover lots of new ways to hurt yourself.  
(Things happen when you get older. One of them is 
that  you discover lots of new ways to hurt yourself.) 
 
 
 
 

 



One of the things that happen when you get older is 
that you discover lots of new ways to hurt yourself.  
(Things happen when you get older. One of them is 
that  you discover lots of new ways to hurt yourself.) 
 
One of the things that happens when you get older is 
that you discover lots of new ways to hurt yourself.  
(When you get older, you discover lots of new ways to 
hurt yourself. This is one of the things.) 
 
 
 

 



I was one of a party of three or four people who were 
shown around by a keen National Trust volunteer. 
 
I was one of a party of three or four people that was 
shown around by a keen National Trust volunteer. 
 
 

 



A lot of us 
is wrong. 



A group of doctors is meeting this week in Portland. 



A group of doctors is meeting this week in Portland. 



A group of doctors is meeting for a round of golf. 



A group of doctors is meeting for a round of golf. 

                



A group of doctors are meeting for a round of golf. 

                



A group of doctors are meeting for a round of golf. 
A bunch of kids are having fun at the mall. 
 



A group of doctors are meeting for a round of golf. 
A bunch of kids are having fun at the mall. 
A lot of editors are wrong. 



A core group of mainly Republicans and Cuban 
Americans remains firmly opposed to normalizing 
relations, which they see as concessions to a corrupt, 
dictatorial Cuban regime. 
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Electile 
dysfunction. 



The Democratic primary. The Republican primary. 
 
 





The Democratic primary. The Republican primary. 
The Republican party. The Democratic party. 
 
 





The Republican party battle between Wall street and 
Main street will play out in Quicken Loans arena. 



The Democratic primary. The Republican primary. 
The Republican party. The Democratic party. 
The bill failed, 48-52. 
 





The bill failed by a 48-52 vote. 
 
Meanwhile, in sports, the Trail Blazers lost to the 
Pistons, 103-120. 



The Democratic primary. The Republican primary. 
The Republican party. The Democratic party. 
The bill failed, 48-52. 
The lame-duck president. 
 







Nov. 30, 2014 
 
President 
Obama is now 
officially a  
lame duck. 



Nov. 30, 2014 
 
President 
Obama is now 
officially a  
lame duck. 























The Democratic primary. The Republican primary. 
The Republican party. The Democratic party. 
The bill failed, 48-52. 
The lame-duck president. 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz and Florida Sen. Marco Rubio. 
 



Tiny acts 
of elegance. 



The Illinois senator introduced such a bill. 
 



The Illinois senator introduced such a bill. 
 



The Illinois senator introduced such a bill. 
 



The Illinois senator introduced such a bill 
last January. 
 



Which, 
now? 



The Illinois senator introduced such a bill 
last January. 
 



  

Look out ── your 
participle is dangling. 



With temperatures in the 60s, visitors to Portland 
should bring a jacket. 
 



Standing more 11,000 feet tall, Portland Mayor 
Charlie Hales points to Mount Hood as one of the 
city’s natural wonders.  



Standing more 11,000 feet tall, Portland Mayor 
Charlie Hales points to Mount Hood as one of the 
city’s natural wonders.  









While suffering with severe pain 
some persons came in. 





Walsh says 
headline bad. 











A great, 
white shark. 



A perfect, springtime cocktail. 
 
 



A perfect, springtime cocktail. 
The Moscow-born, college dropout. 
 



A perfect, springtime cocktail. 
The Moscow-born, college dropout. 
A tall, thin man. 



A perfect, springtime cocktail. 
The Moscow-born, college dropout. 
A tall, thin man. 
The long, winding road. 





  

The conservation-of-
commas theory. 



That honor went to Novak Djokovic who won three of 
the four Grand Slam tournaments. 



  

The conservation-of-
hyphens theory. 
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color-TV set 
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grilled-cheese sandwich 



color-TV set 
low-Earth orbit 
grilled-cheese sandwich 
a seventh-straight game 



  

The usual 
‘suspects.’ 



A man robbed a Bank of the West branch near Keller 
Auditorium on Tuesday afternoon, police said. 
 
The suspect, described as a tall, thin white man in his 
early 20s, took nearly $10,000. 



A man robbed a Bank of the West branch near Keller 
Auditorium on Tuesday afternoon, police said. 
 
The suspect, described as a tall, thin white man in his 
early 20s, took nearly $10,000. 
 
Police later arrested Jason Dimble of Salem and 
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Scenario A: Potential libel. 



A man robbed a Bank of the West branch near Keller 
Auditorium on Tuesday afternoon, police said. 
 
The suspect, described as a tall, thin white man in his 
early 20s, took nearly $10,000. 
 
Police have no suspects. 
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A man robbed a Bank of the West branch near Keller 
Auditorium on Tuesday afternoon, police said. 
 
The suspect, described as a tall, thin white man in his 
early 20s, took nearly $10,000. 
 
Police have no suspects. 
 

Scenario B: Utter nonsense. 
 



A man robbed a Bank of the West branch near Keller 
Auditorium on Tuesday afternoon, police said. 
 
The suspect, described as a tall, thin white man in his 
early 20s, took nearly $10,000. 
 
 
 

                                      robber 





# 



I shot 
the Sheriff. 



President Barack Obama and Pope 
Francis plan to meet next month. 
 
The pope and the president have met 
twice before, most recently last 
September. 



President Barack Obama and Pope 
Francis plan to meet next month. 
 
The pope and the president have met 
twice before, most recently last 
September. 
 
U.S. Marshals and officials from the 
Fairfax County Sheriff’s office, the 
Attorney General’s office and the  U.S. 
Attorney’s office will be on hand. 



U.S. Marshal John Smith. The U.S. marshal.  
The U.S. Marshals Service. 
 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio. The sheriff. 
The sheriff’s office or the Sheriff’s Office. 
 
U.S. Attorney Richard Johnson. The U.S. attorney. 
The U.S. attorney’s office or the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 
 



Capital 
ideas, cont’d. 



“Between the SIDS and the IRAs, it was a rough 
year,” she said. After losing their first child to Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome, they had to cash out their 
Individual Retirement Accounts. 
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Infant Death Syndrome, they had to cash out their 
Individual Retirement Accounts. 



Choose your 
mantras mindfully. 







That 
‘that.’ 



 
Investigators said they believed Bundy  



 
Investigators said they believed Bundy 
was lying. 



 
Nike announced the new running shoe 
 



 
Nike announced the new running shoe 
had been canceled. 



 
He declared his love for her  



 
He declared his love for her  
had died. 



Investigators said they believed that 
Bundy was lying. 
 
Nike announced that the new running 
shoe had been canceled. 
 
He declared that his love for her had 
died. 



Follow the rules, 
but read the fine print. 



He said, “Holy crap!” 



He said, “Holy crap!” 
 
CORRECT. A comma is customarily used to introduce a 

quotation. 



My first thought was, “Holy crap!” 



My first thought was, “Holy crap!” 
 
INCORRECT. That is not introducing a quotation. 



My first thought was, “Holy crap!” 
 
INCORRECT. That is not introducing a quotation. 

 

My first thought was, utter disbelief. 



My first thought was, “Holy crap!” 
 
INCORRECT. That is not introducing a quotation. 

 

My first thought was, utter disbelief. 
My favorite movie is, “Lost in Translation.” 



My first thought was, “Holy crap!” 
 
INCORRECT. That is not introducing a quotation. 

 

My first thought was utter disbelief. 
My favorite movie is “Lost in Translation.” 
My first thought was “Holy crap!” 



She was like, “What-ever!” 



She was like, “What-ever!” 
 
CORRECT. That may not be the conventional way to 

introduce a quotation, but it is introducing a quotation. 

 



She was like, “What-ever!” 
 
CORRECT. That may not be the conventional way to 

introduce a quotation, but it is introducing a quotation. 
 

She was like “a frightened kitten.” 
 



That raises the question, “Can America be saved?” 
 



That raises the question, “Can America be saved?” 
 
INCORRECT. The comma creates a non-essential clause, 

meaning that the reader need not be told what the 

question is, presumably because it’s the only question 

ever asked. 



She thought of a crucial question. And then she 
opened her mouth and asked the question,  
“Can America be saved?” 
 
 



She thought of a crucial question. And then she 
opened her mouth and asked the question,  
“Can America be saved?” 
 
CORRECT. In this case, the question had already been 

mentioned, if not identified. So even though it’s not the 

only question ever asked, the clause is non-essential (it 

merely provides additional information) and therefore the 

comma is appropriate. 



When he said, “Jump,” they said, “How high?” 
 



When he said, “Jump,” they said, “How high?” 
 
QUESTIONABLE. Quotes are being introduced, but all 

those commas create awkwardness. Consider leaving 

them out.  



Trump was interrupted by another demonstrator and 
repeatedly shouted at the woman, “Are you from 
Mexico?” as she stepped down from the bleachers. 



Trump was interrupted by another demonstrator and 
repeatedly shouted at the woman, “Are you from 
Mexico?” as she stepped down from the bleachers. 
 
INCORRECT. Or maybe the better verdict is “impossible.” 

AP style frowns on a comma after a question mark ending 

a quote, and the flow of the sentence would suffer, but 

this construction requires a second comma if you use that 

first one. Don’t start something you can’t finish.  



While the construction continues, he added,  
“We’ll make an extra effort to attract pedestrians.” 



While the construction continues, he added,  
“We’ll make an extra effort to attract pedestrians.” 
 

Lowercase! 



But, she added, “This is the last time.” 



But, she added, “This is the last time.” 
But, she added, “this is the last time.” 
 



But, she added, “This is the last time.” 
But, she added, “this is the last time.” 
But she added: “This is the last time.” 
 



They live in a heavily forested area. 
 



They live in a heavily forested area. 
 
CORRECT. Adverbs ending in the suffix “-ly” do not 

need to be followed with hyphens, even in modifying 

phrases. 



The family run business opened in 1958. 
 
 



The family run business opened in 1958. 
 
INCORRECT. “Family” ends in “-ly,” but that is not the 

suffix “-ly” and “family” is not an adverb. It’s a family-run 

business. 



The early morning rain reminded him of that old folk 
song. 
 



The early morning rain reminded him of that old folk 
song. 
 
INCORRECT. “Early” ends in “-ly,” but that is not the suffix 

“-ly” and “early” is not an adverb. It’s the early-morning 

rain.  



The friendly looking stranger didn’t look so friendly 
once he launched into his manly man act. 
 
 



The friendly looking stranger didn’t look so friendly 
once he launched into his manly man act. 
 
INCORRECT AND INCORRECT. “Friendly” and “manly” 

end in “-ly,” and it’s even a suffix, but “friendly” and 

“manly” are adjectives, not adverbs. It’s a friendly-looking 

stranger and a manly-man act. 

 



The friendly looking stranger didn’t look so friendly 
once he launched into his manly man act. 
 
INCORRECT AND INCORRECT. “Friendly” and “manly” 

end in “-ly,” and it’s even a suffix, but “friendly” and 

“manly” are adjectives, not adverbs. It’s a friendly-looking 

stranger and a manly-man act. 

 

Other “-ly” adjectives: daily, elderly, likely, etc. 



Serial 
killing. 









“The movement needs to find its core audience; 
motivate that audience; and build support even 
among those inclined to disagree,” she said. 



“The movement needs to find its core audience; 
motivate that audience; and build support even 
among those inclined to disagree,” she said. 



“The movement needs to find its core audience, 
motivate that audience, and build support even 
among those inclined to disagree,” she said. 
 
“The movement needs to find its core audience, 
wherever it may be; motivate that audience, however 
hard it may be; and build support even among those 
inclined to disagree,” she said. 



I would like to thank my parents, Ayn Rand and God. 
 



I would like to thank the devil, Ayn Rand, and God. 
 



I may, 
I might. 



Think of what she might have done. 
 



Think of what she might have done. 
(We’ll never know; she died tragically young.) 



Think of what she might have done. 
(We’ll never know; she died tragically young.) 
Think of what he may have done. 



Think of what she might have done. 
(We’ll never know; she died tragically young.) 
Think of what he may have done. 
(The serial killer is not finished confessing.) 



Think of what she might have done. 
(We’ll never know; she died tragically young.) 
Think of what he may have done. 
(The serial killer is not finished confessing.) 
Area woman might have died 
(Fortunately, somebody saved her.) 



Think of what she might have done. 
(We’ll never know; she died tragically young.) 
Think of what he may have done. 
(The serial killer is not finished confessing.) 
Area woman might have died 
(Fortunately, somebody saved her.) 
Area woman may have died 
(She’s missing, and things don’t look good.) 
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It looks like a nice day out there. 
 



It looks like a nice day out there. 
It looks like we’re in for some rain. 
 



It looks like a nice day out there. 
It looks like we’re in for some rain. 
It looks as if we’re in for some rain. 
 



It looks like a nice day out there. 
It looks like we’re in for some rain. 
It looks as if we’re in for some rain. 
It looks as though we’re in for some rain. 
 
 



He finally graduated college. 
 
 



He finally graduated college. 
He finally graduated from college. 
 
 
 



He finally graduated college. 
He finally graduated from college. 
He finally was graduated from college. 
 
 
 
 



He finally graduated college. 
He finally graduated from college. 
He finally was graduated from college. 
 
 
 
 



What’s in 
a name? 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Pharrell Williams has a hit with “G  I  R  L.” 
 





 





Would you like some KRAFT 
macaroni & cheese DINNER? 



The new 
verbatimism. 





It was an “A Tale of Two Cities” moment. 
 



It was an “A Tale of Two Cities” moment. 
 





She was a “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” 
guest. 



She was a “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” 
guest. 



This is a “The Simpsons” reference. 
 



This is a “The Simpsons” reference. 
 



He met with The Washington Post editorial board. 



He met with The Washington Post editorial board. 



He met with The Washington Post editorial board. 



He met with The Washington Post editorial board. 
He met with the Washington Post editorial board. 



He met with The Washington Post editorial board. 
He met with the Washington Post editorial board. 
He met with The Washington Post’s editorial board. 





“odd that her name is “sia” -- because we can’t see 
her #idol” tweeted judge Harry Connick Jr. 
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“Odd that her name is ‘sia’ — because we can’t see her 
#idol,” tweeted judge Harry Connick Jr. 
 



“Odd that her name is ‘sia’ — because we can’t see her 
#idol,” tweeted judge Harry Connick Jr. 
 



“Odd that her name is ‘sia’ — because we can’t see 
her,” tweeted judge Harry Connick Jr. 
 



Blog- 
speak. 



BLOG-SPEAK   YOU KNOW, LIKE, ENGLISH 

reach out   contact 
walk back   retract, backtrack 
slow-walk   stall, delay 
call out   challenge, expose 
throw shade  disdain, insult 



Too 
soon? 



The senator walked back his charge that the 
Democrats had slow-walked the process, 
but he called out Obama nonetheless. CBS News 
reached out to the president but received no 
reply. 



The perils of 
search-and-replace. 
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